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Realtors Better Able to 
Serve You
     The governor gave Realtors the OK to begin showing houses in person on May 7. 
Realtors are now also allowed to take photos and measurements at their listings and 
attend inspections and final walkthroughs in person.

     Precautions that the governor put in place: No more than four people, counting the 
Realtor, are allowed in a home at one time. Persons need to stay 6 feet from each other.

     Additional precautions our company has put in place: Sellers have the option of 
continuing to allow virtual showings or to progress to in-person showings. When 
allowing in-person showings the listing agent will leave booties, hand sanitizer, and 
masks at the house if available. The seller will be given a sign to put on the front porch 
telling buyers that they need to wash with hand sanitizer before entering as well as wear shoe coverings and a mask. They 
are instructed not to touch anything while in the home.

   The seller will turn lights on and open closets and cupboard doors before the showing, as well as  
   shut the lights off and close these doors after the showing. That way no one else, even   
   the showing Realtor, need to touch those things.

        Our buyers are asked to sign a form stating they are healthy and asked to bring a mask and   
   hand sanitizer with them to showings.

      As of May 6, prices were still holding steady at the level they were at   
      before the shutdown. Offers at asking price were still common as were  
      multiple offers. Please contact us for an update as several weeks pass   
      between the time we write the newsletter and when it hits your mailbox.



Got Critters? Unwelcome Wildlife?
     2019 was an exceptionally good year for squirrels in our area. It looks to be more of the same for 2020. JerriLynn’s barn 
is filling up with walnut shells, and the neighborhood garage has holes chewed clear through the facia. Here is her firsthand 
experience. After hearing that my neighbor had a chipmunk remove the chinking in their foundation and get into the basement, I 
decided to take action. Ed and Don, pest inspectors with The Bug Man, suggested I call Kevin of Baker Wildlife Services.  
They said, “He’ll talk your ear off, but we guarantee you’ll learn a lot about getting rid of squirrels.”  He was indeed very generous 
at sharing what he’s learned over the years.

Squirrels - Any hole in a building that is a little smaller than a golf ball (or 
larger) needs to be covered. But you don’t want to cover it and trap an animal 
inside. They will just chew their way out somewhere else. To avoid that, 
stuff the hole with a plastic bag. Leave it in place for 48 hours. If it hasn’t 
been removed by then, it’s safe to cover the hole. Use a 4“x 4“ piece of metal 
flashing.
     Buy door sweeps at the hardware to keep small animals from entering 
under doors.
     There are no legally approved poisons for red squirrels. And poisoning any 
small rodent is dangerous to larger birds, mammals and even your pets. They 
often catch and eat them, ingesting the poison.
     Squirrels can be caught in a bucket trap. Fill a 5-gallon bucket half full 
of water. Cover the entire surface with black sunflower seeds. Use a 4-ft board for a ramp so that the slope is gentle. Put peanut 
butter at the bottom and top of the ramp. Dribble a trail of sunflower seeds up the ramp. Replace the seeds in the bucket every 
other day as they get soggy and sink. Dump soggy seeds as far away as possible.

Woodchucks - To catch a woodchuck in a live trap, cut a gala or Fuji apple into six slices. Hang five of the slices from one wire in 
the back of the trap behind the treadle. Make sure they can’t be reached from outside. Put the sixth in front of the trap. I’ve also 
had success with fresh clover for bait.

Want a professional to set traps?
     Kevin from Baker Wildlife charges $199 for an initial inspection, setting up traps and checking the traps. He charges an 
additional $59 for each animal caught. His phone: 517-897-1985.

Things that have not worked for me
-Strobe lights
-Bird tanglefoot (except it does keep bats from entering through small holes)
-High pitch noise generators
-Mothballs – Woodchucks pushed them back out the hole.

Critters eating your garden or landscaping? - I heard Brie Arthur, author of Foodscape Revolution, speak in January at a 
gardening symposium at LCC. Here are things she says work:
-Granular repellent of the brand “I Must Garden”. This brand has a different version for each animal.
-Motion sensor sprinkler. She recommends Orbit 62100 Yard Enforcer for $29.99 online. Hook it to your regular garden hose. 
Change its location every five days.
-Planting bed edges with spicy greens, basil, garlic, onions, peppers and potatoes discourages deer, rabbits and woodchucks. Her 
favorite is micrette dwarf basil. It’s beautiful, knee-high and tastes like burnt hair.

Things I’ve tried that have not worked
-Most powdered and spray deterrents that you apply to foliage. I’ve read you need to switch the type you use every couple weeks. 
They still didn’t work for me.
-Dog hair

Things I’ve tried that worked
-Rabbit fencing around the vegetable garden keeps rabbits out.
-Electric fence around the garden keeps deer out even if it’s only a few inches off the ground.
-Bucket trap catches squirrels for a few weeks.  After then only those too smart to fall for it 
are left.
Let me know what has worked for you so that I can share it with others!



Home Warranties Can 
Give Peace of Mind

     Some home sellers will offer a home warranty to the buyers at no extra cost. This is usually done if the 
furnace, air conditioner, and water heater are older.  It shows up on the property description page. Buyers can 
also request the seller to provide them with a home warranty if the home inspection shows that mechanicals 
or appliances may be nearing the end of their life.  Home warranties generally cover replacing parts on appli-
ances and mechanicals, but not replacing the whole unit if it is just worn out and at the end of its life. How-
ever, the home warranty that Berkshire Hathaway Tomie Raines now offers through American Home Shield 
includes some protections that others don’t.  The following are covered at no extra cost:

Failure due to:
   Lack of maintenance
   Rust and corrosion
   Sediment
   Mismatched systems
   Undetectable pre-existing conditions
   Improper installation, repairs or modifications

Also included at no extra cost:
   Removal of defective equipment
   Refrigerant recapture, reclaim and disposal
   Some permits
   Some code violations
A service professional will also re-key up to six key holes for exterior hinge doors and provide the buyer with 
four identical keys for the price of their trade service call fee.

     Note that when a seller purchases a home warranty while their house is for sale it covers their home 
during the period when the house is for sale as well as covering the buyer after the sale. The seller does not 
pay for the home warranty until the day of closing. Most home warranties run between $400 and $700.
     A home warranty is also something a buyer could use in a competitive situation to make their offer stand 
out. If the buyer offers to purchase a home warranty for the seller it will cover the seller during the period 
from offer to closing. This might be very attractive to sellers who have aging equipment or to sellers who no 
longer live in the home and worry that a maintenance issue could arise in their absence.
And then the buyer would also be covered for one year after the closing.
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Well and Septic Inspections
     Ingham and Shiawassee Counties require the seller to have a well and septic test performed by a certified 
point-of-sale inspector (if the property is not on pubic sewer and water) and receive a letter of compliance 
from the county. Closing on the property cannot happen until the seller receives that letter. Buyers in other 
counties sometimes make their offer contingent on this inspection. But in those cases the buyer pays for it. 
The following information was gathered at a presentation given by two inspectors.

Well Inspections
     The inspector should run the water long enough that the water sample is coming from the ground, not 
from water that’s been sitting in the pipes. Sulfur will make water smell. Chlorinating the well will take care 
of it for a year or so. Or the homeowner can install a whole-house filter. Chlorinating the well should be done 
by a well driller. Besides taking a water sample, the inspector will make sure the pressure tank is cycling as it 
should.

Septic Inspections
     The inspector will take core samples of the septic field. They want to see clean stones or just a little biomat. 
If they see black stones, they know that the system has been saturated for a period of years, not just from a 
wet spring. That’s a red flag.
     In the septic tank the inspector looks at the liquid level. At the outgoing end, the level should sit at the 
baffle line. If it sits lower, the tank may be leaking. If it sits higher, the drain field could be saturated, meaning 
there is nowhere for the liquid to go. Those are both problems that need addressing.

Septic and well inspectors in our area:
Mike Johnson 517-543-5413

Nathan Foote 517-663-8813


